
THE LORD'S ZEAL OVER JERUSALEM (New Year's Morning)MJC Blok

1) THE PRAYER STRUGGLE FOR GOD'S MASSION OVER JERUSALEM

Singing: Hymn 10: 6

Scripture reading: Zechariah 1: 1-17

Sing: Ps. 102: 7, 8

Text: Zechariah 1: 11-14

To sing: Ps. 102: 11

Sing: Ps. 47: 1, 3



Sing: Ps. 68: 1

Beloved Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

In this first service of the Word in the new year, congregation, we listen to the prayer of the Angel of the Lord God: ‘Lord, have mercy on Jerusalem and the cities of Judah! Come to action! Only then everything will be good.’
Well, we may have our plans and ideals, we make our programs, but will we ever be able to achieve them? What do we expect this year, what do we desire and long for? Is it about ourselves, about our future and our position? What do you want the Lord to do?

But isn’t it about one thing, that the Lord is jealous over Jerusalem and Zion, with great zeal, that He comes to comfort Zion and keeps choosing Jerusalem. Don't we have everything our heart desires as long as it is going well with the church, and when God's glory is shining on her children? Then we can miss a lot, yet we will be incredibly rich in the Lord and also receive enough from His Fatherly hand for this temporary life on earth.

That is exactly what the Lord is coming to tell us now, in this first night vision of Zechariah, and when God says this, it is in answer to a prayer of the Angel of the Lord whom we know today as our Lord Jesus Christ. For here He wrestles in prayers with God, Who, as Mediator for his people, leaps in the breach before God, crying, How long, O Lord of hosts, wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and the cities of Judah?

I am going to speak to you this morning about that prayer struggle of the Angel of the Lord, for He is still our Intercessor on the basis of the sacrifice made once and for all today, and also even in His New Testament power and glory. Christ it is who died, yes, what is more, who also rose again, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.

THE WRESTLING OF THE ANGEL OF THE LORD IN PRAYER FOR GOD'S MERCY TOWARDS JERUSALEM.

1. the cause of this prayer struggle;

2. the content of this prayer struggle;

3. the answer to this prayer struggle.

1. The cause of this prayer struggle

This night vision dates from the second year of King Darius reign, approx. 519 BC. So it is about 20 years after Judah's return from exile.

Here you see the following persona active: Zechariah is standing on a high hill. Next to him is "the angel who spoke with me", that is the so-called angel of interpretation or interpreter angel, who had to give Zechariah the necessary commentary and explanation.

Zechariah discovers a green myrtle grove below. There has been much fantasy about this. What would that myrtle bush represent? It has been thought e.g. of the sky and of the church. We will not look deeper into it but would rather look directly into what is going on over in that myrtle grove.

In the middle of that grove is the Angel of the LORD, our Savior, whom we will soon hear praying to God for MERCY over Jerusalem. Opposite the Angel of the Lord - also in the grove - is a rider on a red horse, and behind that rider are other horses (of course also with riders on them) red, brown and white horses. So there are three groups in all, while the rider on the red horse is the commander and leader of the entire cadre of horseman.

Zechariah sees all of this, but he understands none of it. That is why he asks the interpreter standing next to him: sir, what does this mean? And then the angel says to him, I will show you what this means.

At this moment the rider on the red horse (the commander) takes the floor and says, These are they who have been sent by the Lord to traverse all the earth. So: those riders on the red, brown and white horses had to undertake an inspection tour all over the world. And what the situation in the world is, especially politically and internationally? Is it quiet or is it fermenting and boiling in the world? How do the nations relate to one another and all together to God's people, the church, just back in Canaan from exile?

The horsemen have fulfilled their mission and have just gathered in the myrtle grove to report to the Angel of the Lord through their commander. And what do they have to report? We have traversed the whole earth and behold, the whole earth is in complete rest!

It appears from verse 12 that this message is very unfavorable for Jerusalem and Judah. For we hear the Angel of the LORD praying in response to this message: LORD of hosts, do you not yet have mercy on Jerusalem and the cities of Judah?

And indeed, this tranquility is a bad sign: the entire pagan world power is still unshaken, still living confidently.

"It's not brewing and creaking anywhere, nothing indicates her approaching fall.

Congregation, you should see our text against the background of Haggai's prophecies spoken a few months earlier. What is the situation when Haggai speaks out? Apparently hopeless. Only a handful have returned to Canaan, and they still live there under Persian rule: after all, the country is a conquest of the Persian empire. It is also plagued by drought and crop failure. Indeed, have they not just started building the temple again? but it does not progress: the Samaritans are working against them. Oh it is all hopeless.

Then they remembered that first temple, the one of Solomon. What a wonderful time that was! That is why the whole world was set in motion: Lebanon boomed with axes, temple gold was brought in from the distant Ophir! Then the whole world was in an uproar, and everything in the world revolved around the temple that was to be raised in Jerusalem!

So now the Lord mentions what is going to happen: The nations will carry their treasures into Jerusalem for the new temple, and I will fill this house with glory and make it the center of all the earth! I will overthrow thrones, I will break the power of the kingdoms of the nations, chariots and horses will be overturned. Those who first stayed behind in Babylon will also come back to help build the temple, yea, even Gentiles will go up with the Jews from Babylon, saying, Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you!

Is it not so? There are glorious perspectives that open up here: the whole world is in motion to build the temple, the house, the church of God. God will come to glory, and His church with Him, straight through these Advent pangs of the Messianic Age of Salvation. "There will be storms in the world, all creation will crack at the seams, kingdoms will be shaken for the sake of the one kingdom that is immovable. God is going to build His house, the day of the Lord is coming in grace and judgment.

However, this report of the riders that it is calm and quiet everywhere, has in it that there is no mention of the nations preparing themselves to give their honor and glory to Jerusalem's temple. There is no mention yet that world governments are about to be destroyed, that Jews in Babylon are obediently preparing  themselves to go to Jerusalem, and all the church is still groaning every day under a strange yoke. It doesn't seem that the Gentiles are going to ask about Israel's God. Haggai may have said: at any moment, yet a short while, but nothing comes. "It's terribly quiet everywhere. Maybe God sleeps? Have His promises from generation to generation come to an end?

It is exactly on a day like this our thoughts turn to Zechariah 1. 0h, we cannot say that our world is so peaceful and quiet now, but we can say (and that was the point anyway), that the idolatrous world powers are still standing firm and continue to make themselves stronger against God and His Christ and His church.

Sure, the whole world is rumbling, fomenting and brewing everywhere, but what do we see of nations bringing their honor and glory into Jerusalem, the church of God? Do apostate churches become obedient again, causing them to ask about God's holy temple city? Is there a massive movement in the Gentile world to seek salvation in Christ alone, and therefore in His church? Is our world in motion for the building of God's house and is that house the center of all the earth and of all history? But who still reckons with the church of Christ, and who bows to the Word that she preaches? Where do the princes rise from their thrones in order to kneel before the Prince of all the kings of the earth?

We do hear on the right and the left: let us break their bonds asunder! And even in the midst of modern  Christendom, there is hardly anyone who cares about the question: where is the temple of the living God, the true, faithful, obedient Church of the Lord? And that church has already become as nothing in the eyes of men.

So, congregation, when we look at what is ahead, the situation (as in Haggai's days) is extremely worrying and the question arises involuntarily: what will become of it this year, and will everything remain the same as last year?

2. The content of this prayer struggle;

But then I point to the Angel of the Lord, our Advocate with God, and heavenly High Priest.

For this Advocate and High Priest, yes, this Angel was that already under the Old Covenant, and the cause of the church was already completely His! He was greatly troubled in all its anxieties- just look at our text! For scarcely has he heard the report, when he breaks forth in a passionate prayer: O Lord of hosts, how long will You not have mercy on Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, with whom you have been angry for 70 years now? Oh, all that pitying Priestly heart is set in motion, in that cry: how long must it be before the time of salvation comes? Surely You had said Yourself, 70 years, and then I will return to Israel, have mercy and with great love be gracious to My people again?

Do you hear Him plead? Oh yes, this faithful Intercessor knows of the wrath of God, and that it was justified. Israel had indeed filled up the measure of her sins, but He also knows that the LORD is merciful, and is gracious, is a verifier of his promises. That is why He may also come to God with great boldness and reminds Him of His own Word. For some time now Jerusalem has been bearing the reproach of her widowhood, and the cities of Judah are still largely in ruins. Lord, hasn't it been long enough? Will Your wrath not even be turned away? Turn away your vengeance and annul your anger!

This prayer must have comforted Zechariah and his people greatly, congregation! For this prayer was like theirs, days and nights, months and years, how long, oh Lord? They went to bed with that and got up with it.

Now we see it: we are not praying alone, He is praying with us and He is praying for us! He also carries our  plea to the throne of God with His prayer! And that already is a tremendous comfort: our case is also His, Jerusalem and the cities of Judah is what He lives for, that is what He fights for, that is everything to Him!

Yes, everything. For here He is fighting to open the way to Bethlehem, to His own cross and death and grave. He's not praying on account of Himself, He's praying for His church.

So also today Jesus Christ makes the cause of the church His own. Certainly, His prayer is different now. Today He no longer needs to ask how long? For the Father has given Him authority over all things, over  hours, years, and ages. He knows today how long it will take. Is He not the Kurios, the exalted Lord and Master?

But that is precisely how He is your Advocate, and certainly we now begin this new year with our prayer, but also first and foremost with the prayer of Christ, Who knows the distress of His church (ours) through and through, who always lives to pray for you, and who is never ashamed to call us his brethren. He has never disappointed us, not before His incarnation, and much less after that.

For He has now come even closer to us, and He has been tempted in all things just as we are. And now that He has paid for His church once with His blood, He'll never let it go. He longs for the day of the complete triumph of God and of the Church, and precisely in this He makes Himself completely one with our prayer: Lord, have mercy on Jerusalem, build up the cities of Judah, see them in their desolate condition, in their nothingness and contempt!

Set the world in motion, O Father, that Your temple may be built in glory! Bring in the nations to Jerusalem from the ends of the earth, that Your immovable kingdom may come. Have You not made many promises for that and have I not shed my blood for it?

3. The answer to this prayer struggle.

And then comes the climax, the climax in this revelation.

See how quickly a divine answer to this prayer is received.  An answer - mind you! - not to the angel of the Lord who just prayed, but to the interpreting angel who stands next to Zechariah. Isn't that especially comforting? The Angel of the Lord has prayed for the church, and therefore the answer is also intended for the church in her suppression. Hence, God gives His answer to the interpreting angel, who conveys it to the prophet, so that he may pass it on to his people.

Now, what then is the answer of the Lord of Hosts?

Good words, our text sings, comforting words! It is a true message of joy that God carries into the world. Therefore the interpreting angel said to Zechariah, Cry aloud, trumpet it out; for everyone must hear, and no one should doubt it, thus says the Lord of hosts, I am (filled) with great zeal for Jerusalem and for Zion.

Do you see the contrast? The horseman’s  report says it is calm and quiet everywhere, nothing is happening. Yes, but that's just on the outside of things! But here the heavens open to us for a moment and you see: it is all one stormy turmoil there, the zeal of the Lord is kindled!

The prayer was, Lord, how long will You not have mercy?

But the LORD says, I am already busy, I am already coming, rest assured, my people, you see nothing yet and you complain: nothing is happening, and the Lord does nothing, but it is not so: I am zealous for Jerusalem and Judah, as a man is zealous in love for his wife, when seeing her trampled underfoot.

What are they doing with My bride, says God, I will see and I will not let it go! I have already jumped to my feet, Jerusalem is My city and on Zion is My temple. I am already in the process of bringing My sweet bride to glory. Can't you see it? Yet it is so! I am very angry with those arrogant nations that just cry; Ha, we'll make them small! Therefore, says the LORD, I return to Jerusalem in compassion; I am already underway, and my house shall be built therein. The LORD will yet comfort Zion, He will yet choose Jerusalem.

On the surface of things God appears to be idle and unmoved by everything that happens, but that is not so and it will become manifest in time. For the silver and gold have indeed been brought before Jerusalem's temple, the cities of Judah have risen from their ruins, God has overthrown thrones. And later, in the fullness of time, the Lord will set the whole world of nations in motion again for the building of His eternal temple. The great salvation has transpired in Christ and filled the world - and we want to confess also at the beginning of this new year that the good pleasure of God through Jesus Christ has joyfully gone on and will go on, and although we do not see and assert it,  yet we believe that the ferment and turmoil in the world today is for the gathering and glorification of God's church, the blessed progression of His glorious kingdom.

That is why we will not long for the rest of past years, because the great salvation cannot come to us and our children other than through the labor pangs of this age. So let's begin this year with the fact that the Lord is burning with zeal for His Zion, and will be on the road this year with great haste to glorify His bride. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth tremble and the mountains moved into the depth of the seas.

Rather, let us lift our heads, because our redemption is near! Isn't all this the prelude to the great final judgment and final deliverance that is at hand? For once more God will shake not only the earth, but also the heavens. And this “once more” refers to the change of movable things, that the unmoving kingdom of God, His eternal Jerusalem, and His glorious temple city, may come and remain, which shall be as great as the world is spacious and wide. Say amen to this heartily, and you are already blessed this year. And conversely, whoever does not believe and does not repent to this Word is already lost. They also lack any solid support. How can they start this new year like this?

I preach to you the solid substance of God's Word as the solid substance of your life. For however much it is uncertain, one thing is very certain: the business of the church is the business of God, whether it will be war or not.  But God and His Christ will also fight this year for the church that loves the LORD (of Hosts) and expects him with great longing.

Amen.

