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Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ!

How rich it must have seemed to the heart of Israel, when, after singing the song of deliverance, it was allowed to pitch its tents in the oasis, which stretched out invitingly near the place where the oppressed people climbed up from the Red Sea.

Their realization that they were now free and safe was sweeter than the water that they found here to quench their thirst, sweeter than the fruit of the sparse palms that rose from the damp soil under the clear sky.

But no matter how good they had it there, and how strong the thought might live in many hearts, "Oh, if we could only stay here," they had to go on to Canaan. They understand that themselves. The cloudy pillar rises and gives Moses the signal to break up, then they arise; the tents are rolled up; water bags are filled; one more look at the sea in which their enemies had succumbed and from which they had come up to freedom, and they enter the wilderness of the desert of Shur.

For three days in a row they travel on rocky ground, between wild, drifting sand-covered limestone hills; a land without stream or spring; without shadows. The little water they have been able to carry is running out. A scorching thirst begins to plague the weary, struggling travelers. The cattle low; children cry for water; only the hope that a well will soon emerge will keep those thousands of men and women from utter despondence.

And after three days they find water; behold, the sun makes the surface shine like silver; hear, the bubbling and murmuring of the springs. A cry of joy passes through that mighty throng; the suffering is over. They have come to Mara.   We will consider about what happens to the children of Israel there at Mara and, immediately after, at Elim.  So we will talk about:

Israel at Mara and Elim

1. The bitter water

2. The bitter water sweetened

3. Exchanging the bitter water with sweet

ONE    The bitter water

The water of Mara, glittering and rippling, lies before the eyes of the thirsty people. Already the front rows are kneeling and drinking. But when the first draught slips into the dry throat, they jump up as if a viper had stung them. A cry of disappointment cuts through the heated, trembling air: "bitter, bitter is the water, undrinkable." What a disappointment that was for Israel.

Just think about it. There they are. A host of hundreds of thousands; among them a multitude of little children; all exhausted with thirst; for a moment joy was aroused in their hearts, they thought that they would soon be able to drink as much as they desired; and now suddenly the discovery that they were mistaken, that what they had regarded as the source of refreshment brings death.

When they see the burning sky above them, and the rocky desert around them, and in front of them that deceitful water, sorrow and fear chokes their throats, and in bitterness of mind they call this place: " Mara "that is to say," a bitter place, "that the generations to come may know what a cruel disappointment befell them here.

These people were stricken with grief who only a few days ago sang their songs of praise by the Red Sea. We, watching this sad scene from afar, we ask, "Why does the Lord do it this way? Would it not have been more loving, wiser of God, to have spared His people this disappointment, so near the beginning of their long journey, why did it have to be this way"?

Our text gives us the answer to that question at the end of verse 25, which says, "There He tested them."  It goes without saying that "testing or tempting" does not have the sense here that we usually give to this word. It does not mean to "try to make you sin"; for in that sense, God can never tempt a man. "To tempt" here means "to put to the test, to try".

The Lord brings the disappointment of Mara upon Israel so that the people might have an opportunity to show how strong their faith is; the faith by which they rely on the promises of God, even when things that appear to the eyes seem to cry out that nothing will ever come of the fulfillment of those promises.

The Lord had a holy purpose in that trial. After all, he did not want to bring Israel out of Egypt into Canaan just like that. He wanted them to gradually acquire those qualities in the wilderness, those abilities which they would need in order to live as a free, independent nation and to survive among the other nations.

But that training in the desert would take a long time and often be very difficult. There was great danger for Israel in this. Because this apprenticeship would take so long, Israel was in danger of forgetting that their destination was not in the wilderness, but in Canaan; and that was not allowed; for thereby they would settle for the life of a wandering Bedouin people and fail to focus on, to reach out to the land of promise; and thus it would lose its honor for being the chosen people of the Lord.

The fact that the training would often be so hard in the desert brought upon them the danger that they would always say despondently, "We will never get to Canaan, we will perish in the desert"; and that was not allowed either; for then they would rob themselves of the strength it would take to endure to the end, to endure until they had reached their destination; and also, because of that despondency, they would grieve the Lord, who is still the Faithful and the Almighty.

Those dangers that lay before Israel in the length and difficulty of the desert journey could be overcome only by means of strong faith; a faith that made them see Canaan beyond the wilderness; a faith that made them sure that no matter how great the obstacles might be on their way, they would eventually enter the promised land. So Israel would need a strong faith on its journey through the desert.

That is why God sends this trial of the bitter water of Mara to His people, so that it may strengthen their faith. Surely there is no better means of strengthening faith than through the test of faith.

First of all, faith is exercised by trial. Muscular strength also develops and increases when we regularly use our muscles. Our mental power increases when we are regularly forced to test the power of our thinking.  It is no different with faith. The more our faith is in action, the more it has to reach and expand in order to overcome any obstacles that rise against that faith, the stronger it becomes, the more skilled it becomes. Likewise, Mara's bitter disappointment, which Israel can overcome in faith alone, and so test the strength of their faith, is a glorious means of awakening the dormant power of faith and to bring it to richer development.

In the second place, this trial reveals to Israel that their faith is far from what it should be. They had so bravely crossed the Red Sea, through the threatening walls of water. How easy it was for them to imagine that they were heroes of faith, for whom nothing was too difficult, who through faith could overcome all difficulties.

Thus they were in danger of forgetting that there was still so much left in them that would silence their faith; that would cling to the wings of that faith like lead, when it wanted to ascend like eagles above the mountains of trouble. But that was not allowed. Because then, Israel, in its life of faith would come to stand in its own strength, it would forget that faith can only thrive and be strengthened on the feeding ground of prayer, and come to the fearful discovery that doubt and unbelief had come to rule their lives.

This test of faith in Mara must preserve them from that, the lack of faith must be discovered in them by their unbelief and, realizing their smallness, must drive them to God, to ask Him, "Lord, Lord, deliver us from our unbelief and cause faith to triumph in our hearts”.

No, God does not bring them to this bitter water due to an indifference in Israel's fate, not out of unholy desire to see how Israel will fare in the trial, but He does it out of love to make their faith grow, to make them fit for passage through the wilderness and for the inheritance of Canaan.

Brothers and sisters, it will not take many words to show you the light that radiates from "Mara" upon the life of all God's people in all the ages, through the paths by which the Lord leads His children; also on your path and mine.

Freed from the deadly reign of sin and the devil, having passed with Christ through the sea of ‌‌God's wrath and judgment, we are free and safe on our way to heavenly Canaan, to the New Jerusalem. We have sung the songs of deliverance; we rejoiced in fellowship with all God's redeemed :

The Lord is my help and strength:

He is my song, my psalm of praise.

He it was who worked my salvation,

I praise Him all my days.

Yes, we are redeemed; but before the full fruit of redemption falls into our bosom, we have a long way to go - in which we gently become ripe for salvation. On that long road, which of God's children will not have their Mara? Who among us do not have disappointments, bitterness, have their own sorrows?

Is it not true? You had expected so much from the investments that you had saved before your old age; and when you were ready to use it, the bank that you entrusted it to collapsed. You had expected so much to live quietly with your wife, with your husband there in that house that you had selected for yourself; and you barely realized it and you had to take that difficult walk to the cemetery, and were left alone.

You loved your child and you expected a good future for that child; but before it was grown, you stood at the grave and a place at your table remained empty. You had such expectation for your life's business, but when you were ready to take advantage of it, the Lord made you sick; your life broken.

There are few children of God, who do not receive a thorn in the flesh from God on their path of life and which continues to hurt them to the end.  There are many who, when they are old, could say, "Call me no more by the name of my youth, but call me Mara, for the Almighty has made me bitter.

And that is difficult to bear; for we are not built for disappointment and suffering; we were created for a Paradise; we naturally feel pain at something strange, at something that tears the harmony of our life apart, at something that makes us miserable and leads us to despair. In addition we see, as children of God, the bitterness of life as opposed to the fact of our redemption.

Has Christ therefore suffered loneliness for us, so that we should walk on our lonely path alone? Did Christ have to feel His body broken with pain, suffering from hunger and thirst, so that we also, feeling sick and weak, see our lives withering away in poverty and need? Has Christ obtained heaven for us, so that the earth might be our wilderness?

"How then can all this be so?" our soul asks, as we cringe under the blows that God deals us, and we cry at the tasting of the bitterness of the cup that God makes us drink. But why does God act like that with his children?

We also find the answer to this question in our text. Whatever other reasons the Lord may have for it, He certainly does it to test our faith and through that trial to strengthen that faith.

See, brothers and sisters, if we follow our path through this life, and that life takes a long time and we have it so well in that life, we forget so easily that our destination is not here on earth, but above it, in heaven, in the distance, in the New Jerusalem. Then the danger is so great that we start to live like those: 

Who esteem the rich pleasures of the world good for their salvation,

Wait for no part, other than this life.

Or are we in danger of saying, "would we really be children of God, would we ever be saved, children of misery as we are, if such great difficulties, so many adversities confront us in this life,"?

But we may not live like that. The Lord will not allow us to forget heaven because of the earth, that we should walk on our life path with doubt.  For He has not prepared us for eternal life through the blood of His Son, so that we should be satisfied with this life; neither did He give us His promises so that we would spend our days in worry. However, in order to always keep walking with our heart in heaven, in order not to lose our assurance even through the most severe suffering, a great faith is needed.

It is for this that God also makes you stand at the waters of Mara. That is why God has taken your money, your husband, your wife, your position, your honor, that He might compel you to put your faith into action and thereby exercise and strengthen that faith.

That is why He has tried you so, that through the trial you might learn to see the weakness of your faith, and so begin to cry out to God to deliver you from all doubt and unbelief, and so teach you to place your humble, faithful prayer upon the foundation of faith .

Oh sure, God may have had other reasons for bringing bitterness into your life. But He has certainly done it, to bring your faith to more glorious activity, to greater power; to open a fountain of faith in your life, in your prayer, and so make your life richer, holier, more glorious.

No, He does not afflict you from a desire to afflict; but for your salvation,  He made darkness descend upon you for His glory. Understand that; and if anything stirs in your heart from the song of doubt:

"Would God forget His grace,

never again knowing pity,

Has he cut off His mercy forever?”
or, if there is even some cry of despair in you, and you would like to stand next to Job when he groans:

"The day perish, when I was born,

the night my mother conceived me "

or, if you'd like to rise up against God and say, "Lord, what are You doing? You may not, you must not do so, then silence all such voices and accept the trial from God's Hand as a revelation of His love that He works in your trials for your salvation.

Does this seem too much for you, my brother and sister? Then pay attention to one more thing. See Israel’s testing in Mara's water, so that taught by it, it might go on its way, accomplishing its task. But never forget that Israel, as the people of God, pregnant with the Lord Christ, Who will once come forth from its loins, is also type of the Christ of God in everything that happens to them. Type of the Christ of God, also at Mara.

Seen in this way, this story calls to mind this wonderful truth, that Christ also learned obedience from what He suffered, that He also, through the trials of God, in satanic temptations, in sorrowful suffering, gradually saw His faith grow to that magnitude, to that power, by which he was enabled to finally complete the extremes of His work as mediator, to God's glory, to His own glory, to the salvation of His people, you and me.

But if He, for the maturing to His task as Mediator, became willing to bow down under trials, wouldn't we want it also.

If trial threatens to become too severe for us and the waters of Mara too bitter for our unrefined palate, let us look to Jesus, cling faithfully to Jesus, then the power to triumph over the trials will flow from Him, and let us not rebel like Israel in their unbelief.

TWO   The bitter water is sweetened

The Lord will not let the trial become too heavy so that you should succumb to it.  You can be sure of that. What also happened there at Mara shows that clearly. When Israel perceived that the water, toward which they had rushed with such greed, was bitter, their courage, their patience, suddenly collapsed.

They pressed angrily against Moses, whom they regarded as the cause of their misery, because he had brought them out of Egypt; and with a hoarse voice they shouted to him, "What shall we drink"? They meant to say with their mouths: "Make sure that we get something to drink."

For Moses that was the first encounter with that evil unbelief, that bitter rebellion with which he would have to struggle again and again. So what will he answer to that? He only does what is proper to be done under these circumstances. He does not begin to reason, not to argue, not to blame, not to defend himself. The request for water which came to him, that had sounded raw and evil from the mouths of the people, he takes into his heart and it becomes a prayer to the Lord, "Lord, Lord, grant them relief."

The Lord hears him. Not because the people had made themselves worthy; on the contrary. The people, through their unbelief and rebellion, had sinned against the help of the Lord. The Lord hears Moses, because he, as a mediator, received the cause of their misery into his heart, this sinful cry of the people for water, and carried it as his petition to the Lord. The Lord hears Moses. He shows him a piece of wood and says, "throw it into the bitter water, and it will be made whole."

Moses does so and the water was made whole. Then all the people drank; and their thirst disappeared and their strength returned; and their sorrow and anxiety was turned into joy.

We are dealing here with a miracle. The wood that Moses threw into the water, did not have the power to make the bitter water sweet itself. It is a completely extraordinary action of God's omnipotence, turning the undrinkable liquid into a delicious, refreshing and invigorating drink. The Lord binds that extraordinary working of His Omnipotence to that wood, He probably has a reason for that.

If He had only cured the water of Mara without further ado, Israel could have thought that by chance some  natural force had endowed the water with better properties. They might even have thought that those who had drunk it first had only imagined that the water had been bitter.

But now, having seen Moses throwing the wood into the water at God's command, and afterwards to taste that the water had become sweet, it becomes clear to them that it was an act of God, whereby the change has taken place.

Israel had to see that clearly, that it had to do with a wonderful act of God, whereby they were helped in their need. As a result of that alone, the deliverance of God at Mara could acquire the significance for the people which is expressed in our text: "There he made a statute and an ordinance for them, and there he tested them, and said, If you diligently heed the voice of the Lord your God, and do that which is right in his sight, give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, then I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on to Egypt.  For I am the Lord who heals you.”
By first bringing Israel to the bitter water, and then delivering them by making the water sweet, the Lord gives them a statute in the first place, and a demand in the second place, and both of these he subjects to a condition.

By a statute is meant "a fixed rule according to which the Lord would deal with His people Israel in the course of history." And the rule was this, "I will not put on you any of the diseases that I have put on the land of Egypt: for I am the Lord Who heals you."

Israel will be surrounded by all kinds of dangers throughout the centuries of it’s national existence. But by His Almighty care the Lord will either avert those dangers from Israel, or the Lord, if sorrow really comes upon Israel, will see to it that the sorrow does not hurt them, that they do not suffer in sorrow, as Egypt has succumbed in misery; yes, he will make their sorrows their salvation; that which seemed bitter and corruptible, He will make sweet and wholesome.

For the Lord Himself will be their Healer, the One Who will keep them from sickness, heal them from diseases, or through temporary sickness promote their essential prosperity. That is the statute which the Lord gives them.

An ordinance is immediately attached to that statute. An ordinance, that is to say, a rule by which Israel will have to walk. And that rule is this, Israel must now also live by faith in that statute of God; Israel will have to let its life be ruled by that firm conviction that God will never let them suffer, that He will not let them die of the diseases, the miseries, which have been the downfall of Egypt.

But, and that's the third thing that the Lord is teaching His people here, this statute, this right, will be in effect only when they themselves will earnestly, and in every way, walk in the way of the Lord, listen to His Word; in complete obedience. If they don't, they will be disobedient as Egypt was disobedient, then the statute of God will not exist for them, then the ordinance of God will not be able to rule over their lives, then they will go down as Egypt did.

Congregation, how great a light, what brightness, as seen, from Mara, comes to lie upon Israel's national life. If Israel will now only listen to the preaching that springs from the water of Mara, then their lives will shine, the light of God's loving, almighty care, then the radiance of sanctification and godliness will lie upon them. Then Israel will be a nation of kings; rich in their God and an honor to their God.

So brothers and sisters, what does that deliverance at Mara mean to us, the New Testament Israel? To understand this rightly we must remember that under the new dispensation the wealth of God's people bears more of a spiritual character than under the old covenant.

For Israel, the favor of the Lord over His people came out more in caring for and delivering them from temporary needs. Certainly for them also the statute which God gave them at Mara meant that their God would make their temporal suffering a spiritual blessing, that He would indeed make what was bitter to them to be sweet. Yet for Israel, Mara's significance lay in the promise of preservation or deliverance from temporary suffering.

It is different with us under the new dispensation. Certainly, the care of our God accompanies us too, always ready to restrain, regulate, the assaults that suffering intends to make upon us; also in our lives He wants to give moments in which we clearly see that His Almighty Hand has turned imminent danger away from us. Also in our life He wants us to experience from time to time that He, by His Almighty goodness, takes the cup of sorrows out of our hand and gives the cup of feasting in its place, So we can sing with our lips:

"You have turned my lamentation and cry, into a joyful journey“.

But, that is not the most important thing that this deliverance at Mara teaches us. What the Lord primarily wants to say to us, on account of what happens at the Bitter-well, is this: “My people, you will not get through this life without suffering, you will always and again have to struggle with disappointments.

But I will make you experience that what at first seemed so bitter to you, is actually spiritually  

enriching, is such a blessing, and that you learn to say: "even in the days of my prosperity I have never had it so good; I thank You, Father, for leading me through this dark path."  For "it is the bitter that I make sweet My people."

Brothers and sisters , isn’t that a glorious, rich promise that God Almighty will either turn away the bitter from us, or make the bitter taste sweet to us. ”Thus we are promised that whatever our life will be, there will never be any place in that life for complaint, much less a rebellious word, but that a song of praise will always arise from life, a song of joy, a song of thanksgiving.

Such is the statute the Lord has given for our life, that is the holy rule by which He wills to deal with us, but the same ordinance is tied to it for us as for ancient Israel. When the Lord gives us such precious promises, we also have the calling to let faith rule our lives in that promise. Never should the fear that perhaps the Lord would let us perish once more dwell in our hearts, that He would leave us to ourselves in our sorrow.

The Lord wants us to proceed on our way, believing in His Fatherly care, which will sweeten even the bitter for us. The Lord cannot deny the demand that we should boldly go our way in such faith. After all, he is the True One; of Him it is true that "He who has promised is faithful, He also will do it". All doubt about His Word, about His promise is sin, which He cannot tolerate.

Who among us would not bow their head in shame here. Oh how little there still reigns in us of the faith that God will make it well with us, no matter how it goes. Aren’t too much fear and anxiety setting the tone in our lives?  Resulting in lives flowing so often without brilliance, without joy. God cannot give His sweetness to the taste of those who grieve Him because of their unbelief?

Let us then walk in faith in the promise of God, which comes to us from the cured water of Mara, and have on the lips the song of faith:

In this hard life the Lord will never

Let the inheritance of His people fail.

But, you say, may I live like that; is that promise of God for me? For that to be, my brother and sister, you have to meet two conditions.  

How was it that God answered Israel's call for water so gloriously, by making that bitter water sweet?  It was only because the mediator Moses took over that sinful cry and made it his prayer? And secondly. When could Israel count on God entering their lives in such a saving way in the future? Only when they wanted to walk obediently in God’s way.

The promise of Mara will also apply to us, and we will be able to walk in it happily in faith if these two things are found in our life. Only then, but certainly then, do the promises of God apply to us when we come to God in the Mediator of the new covenant, in Christ Jesus.

As long as we reach out to God with our prayers for help and salvation with our own polluted hands, He will have to reject them. Only when we have placed our supplications in the pure hands of the Mediator, so that He may hold them before God, will God receive and hear them, and we will partake in His promises.

Once we have gone to the Mediator in our need, and once we have received the right to God's promises through Him, then, if we want to walk in obedience and holiness, we will experience the fulfillment of those promises in our life. It is because they follow their own desires and do not bow to the demands of the Lord that so many children of God, bruised by grief, broken by sorrow, drag themselves laboriously along their road of life.

Resting in Christ and living a life of sanctification, are the two conditions for a life of joyful peace of mind, for a singing passage through the desert. Therefore, O people of God, take your sins to Christ and draw nigh to God in Him. Everyone may do so; there is no other condition for this than: "that you come".

See, when you do that, this resting in Christ will naturally result in a power being born in your life, a zeal necessary to live a life of sanctification. Then there's nothing more that could keep you from believing that God will make it well with you on your way through the wilderness. There will be room in your life for the exultation of Psalm 56:  5:

I must perform to Thee, O God, my vow;

Before Thy throne with grateful gifts I bow,

Thank offerings I bring and I avow

That Thou from death did save me,

For in the book of life Thou didst engrave me.

Thou hast upheld me, foes could not enslave me,

So that I to the light of life God gave me

May walk before Him now.

THREE   Exchanging the bitter water with sweet

God's people are already rich when they pass through the desert of this life; but greater wealth yet awaits them in the future.

Listen further to what our text has to say to us. When Israel had been refreshed by the refreshed water and had regained new strength, they decamp and move on.  They had not made much of a  journey before a pleasant oasis stretches out before them, Elim.  Water from twelve springs gush from the lush green undergrowth; and seventy palm trees give shade there.

The people camp by the waters there; and while they enjoy the good of that glorious land, from the sound of the springs and the rustling of the palms, this message came to them from God: 

At some time, my people, your sojourn in the wilderness shall have ended, and I will no longer have to make the bitter water sweet for you; then I will no longer have to make the scorching heat of the sun of no effect for you, then I will no longer have to turn war away from you every time or strengthen you in war; then you shall dwell in a land which, by my command, overflows with milk and honey, with new wine and oil. A land where the vine and the fig tree give their shade; where never-drying springs rush their streams through the valleys. A land in which you will live, safe from the attack of the enemy. Elim directs Israel beyond the desert, to the promised Canaan.

Brethren and sisters, Elim points us, God's people of the new dispensation, beyond Canaan, points to the heaven of glory, and, behind heaven, to the New Jerusalem.

Congregation, how wonderful that is. Oh, it is so rich to know in this life the protection of God's hand against dangers; to see ourselves delivered from danger time and again by God's Hand; to see the bitter turn to sweet by God's Hand; to see God's Hand take the sting away from suffering.

Yes, that is very rich. However, it is not the ideal yet; it is not yet complete bliss. For understand that to keep feeling happy in the midst of impending dangers, in the face of bitterness and sorrow, through faith, includes a tremendous tension for the soul.  We are weak people, so it is that this tension of our soul keeps sinking; and then the grip of faith is diminished and ah, then fear overtakes us, then we feel the grief of sorrow.

Or, if we persevere at all, to keep on believing steadfastly and thereby overcome fear and sorrow, then we may become so tired by this tremendous tension of our soul that we pant for rest, as a hired laborer pants for the approach of evening shadows.

No, we do not have the fullness of salvation here yet. But that fullness comes. Mara, where the bitter water was made sweet, is followed by Elim, where the bitter water has been replaced by the sweet water. From this life, in which God's Hand must always keep us and deliver us from misery, where His Almighty goodness makes us taste the bitter, a life follows in which the dangers, the miseries have ceased for us, where there is no more bitterness.

Heaven will follow this earthly life, in which our salvation will be without break, and Heaven will be the New Jerusalem, in which that salvation will have reached full development.

Yes, we are already so rich here as children of God. But while our fortunes here are always met with sackcloth, it will always meet us there in white festive dress. While we often laugh between our tears here, all tears will have been wiped away there. While we almost always sing here with a broken voice, we will sing there with a voice, soft as a zephyr and yet clear as brass. There salvation will be total salvation. There no sickness, no poverty, no worries, no sins, no graves, no mourning.

An eternal celebration, not an hour of separation, no sin, no sorrow.

Blessed the one to whom this applies. My brothers and sisters, does that also apply to us?

Also we will once come to

where that silver stream leaps forth

where on everlasting greenery,

Christ's Church Hosannas Sing?

Poor you are, if you can't say "yes" to that. You must also go through the desert. For a while you may not be aware of it and imagine that you have it so good, so rich, so safe, but in God's time you will feel overwhelmed with thirst and find nothing here but "Mara‘s" water to quench that thirst.

Oh, those who live outside of the Mediator and have no part in God's promises, how will they be comforted when they lose what constitutes their happiness? 

Look up to heaven. Will the stars comfort you with their silver sparkle, in their quiet passage? Ah, no, their irresistible progression will become a symbol of irrevocable corruption, which will crush you under its violence. Look around you; will the flowers in their splendor comfort you? Ah no, they will tell you in your distress of the transient nature of all life, of all beauty; they will speak to you about your grave. Will that grave comfort you, will it speak to you of rest after battle? Ah no, that grave will remind you of that frightening death and of that strange, unknown, terrifying thing that awaits you on the other side of the grave.

No, for you there is also only one thing that will be able to comfort you when you stand before Mara; that is the knowledge that you are under the holy care of Almighty God.  That becomes your’s only when you are in Christ.

My brother, my sister, believe in Jesus Christ as your Mediator, your Savior.

Let yourself be reconciled to God through Him, and go to Him with your needs, and before God‘s countenance. Then you are rich. Then even as the bitter waters of suffering burble up before your feet, you will hear in their murmur the voice of the love of your God, Who, in your suffering will sanctify and save you; and the bitter will become sweet to you.

Then in the moments of invigoration that God will give you in life, you will hear the promise of the blessings of eternal life, of the future of the Paradise of God. Then you will go through life singing. Then, later, on the deathbed, when your own voice is already broken, you will ask others to sing with you.

(But the pious people rejoice in you,

will hop with joy of soul,

as they obtain their wish.

Their joy will then be unrestricted

And by the light that shines from His face,

rise to the peak.)

And when you hear the voice of your friends being removed, you will already be catching the first notes of the songs of angels and of the blessed, and you will agree with them, finding yourself again in the Elim of heaven, which never again needs to be exchanged for the desert.

Eternally home, eternally blissful. Hallelujah.

Amen.

