
Easter ~ Morning stars ~ Prof. Dr. K. Schilder

Text: Mathew 28; 2-5a.  “And behold there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came down and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on it.  His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow.  And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men.  But the angel answered and said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid’….”

Beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ:
There are two mighty realms – both controlled by the only God – the realm of nature and the realm of the spirit.

The natural realm, which is from dust, is what we see around us,

The spiritual realm, which is the invisible world, is where spiritual powers do their work.

The natural realm is the touchable, visible world.

The spiritual realm is the invisible and untouchable world.

Superficial thinkers believe there is a contrast between these two.  Worldly people also think this way that the nature is opposed to spirit.  For in nature everything can be reckoned with, but in the realm of the spirit, or of the spiritual world, it is just the opposite.  In the spiritual world it is believed that everything escapes our perception, and is out of our control.

I may emphasize this – this is how people with superficial thinking speak and act.

However the Scriptures teach otherwise.  The natural realm and the spiritual realm are not in opposition to each other.

There is indeed a great distinction between them, but they are not separated.  Because first, they have one origin – both are from God.  Secondly they are often found together; for example a human being is body and spirit (or soul).  And thirdly, in both, also in the spiritual world, there is the law of cause and consequence.  Because of this they often work together and show harmony.

This is especially the case in the life of Jesus Christ.  Christ appears powerfully, in nature because He took on human flesh, thus becoming a human being, and also in the world of spirits, because he brings change, thus moving both angels and devils.

He is the greatest wonder, both in nature and in the spiritual world.  This is already taught at His birth.  It was night in the world and in Him rose the Sun.  He is the light of the world.  Therefore also in nature the darkness was driven away from the fields of Bethlehem.

His death also teaches us that, then the Sun went down again, its brightness was doused.  So in nature it also became dark.  A great event occurred in the spiritual world – there was turmoil.  But there was also turmoil on earth – the earth shook, the graves were broken open and the dead were raised.

Yet three days later it was Easter!  The bright rays, which were darkened on Good Friday, returned to shine again.  This was also symbolized in nature, for Christ is revealed as the Morning-star.

It also became apparent in nature.  Easter is the dawn of morning-stars.

The morning-star is mentioned five times in Scriptures, and has four meanings.  The word is used for angels, the mighty ones of the world, for the Light of faith in the heart, and for Christ Himself.

And this is the WONDER, that we find these four together at the open grave.  There is first the angel.  Then there is the world power, akin to Babel, represented by the sentries.  Following these are the children of God, who after one night of sorrow see the morning star alight.  And the center of all this is Christ, the glittering Morning-star.

Therefore we may speak about Easter morning and the morning-stars.
We will see:
1) The lightning morning-star, who shoots down from heaven; 

2) The shining Morning-star, Who comes up from the grave;
3) The fading morning-stars, who radiate from hell; and
4) The joyful morning-star, which goes up in your heart.      (Ps. 118; 11, 13; dutch)

ONE

So first about the lightning morning star, who shoots down from heaven.

In Scripture the word ‘morning-star’ appears with four different meanings, as we said.  The first of these is ‘angel’. 

How can we show this?  Let us consider Job 38:7, where we read, “When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?”  The poet talks about the creation of the world.  Creation is a mighty wonder.  It happened at the dawn of the world.  At that time there was only an immeasurable void, there was nothing to see.

But suddenly God’s word of might created the world.  In one moment the world was fastened onto its foundations!  The cornerstone was laid.  It stood and it spun on its axis.

And then at that powerful sight of great jubilation burst forth. For “the morning-stars sang together, and all the sons of God sang for joy.”

Did you hear it?  Here morning-stars are mentioned!  Children!  SONS of God!  These are the holy angels, the thousands and ten thousands of God’s honor guard who are ardently guarding the Word of His mouth.  You see it; the angels are called morning-stars.  It is also no wonder then that the angels were equal to the morning stars.

Did you ever see the morning star?  When in the morning the dew lies on the field and the quietness of the night is gently driven away by the enigmatic light of dawn, then the shadows slowly fade away.  High above your head rises the starry dome, glittering.  But one star attracts particular attention.  The morning star! How it glitters, and what brightness!  It stands there, known as Venus.  Her shine brightens the night.

And look, there on the eastern rim of the sky comes a strip of weak light, very weak.  But it is a beginning.  Some stars fade away but not yet the morning-star.  It is very bright. And indeed; she is a messenger of the coming day.  Isn’t that why she is called the morning-star?  When she glimmers, the day is near.  

Now, it was also like this at the hour of creation of the world.  Then the great world day broke out. The visible day broke out of the invisible night.  Then the angels of God became the morning-stars.  They shone.  God created them first and before there was light their brilliance radiated forth.  These figures of light were the harbingers of the world-day.  Therefore they are called morning-stars!

So now, if we can call the angels morning-stars then we can also speak here of a morning-star. Listen to our text; “And behold there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came down.  His countenance was like lightning, and his clothes as white as snow.”
There you have it!  A flashing morning-star shooting down from heaven!  A mighty moment!

Listen, it is still.  There is silence in the night.  Jerusalem sleeps.  It is the sleep of the assured – however it is not the sleep of the righteous.  The streets are quiet.  Only here and there a door of a nearby house opens softly – noiselessly.  A few shy, skittish, figures appear and hurry to the outside of the city.  They find each other there.  The creaking of the foot-steps, the muffled sound of voices on the road is the only thing that breaks the silence.

Listen, it is quiet.  See – there is a glow, it is dawn, it is still very early.  Only a small bit of light shows, nothing more.  But as the women hurry on it already becomes lighter.  The early stars fade away.  The “day prince”, the sun climbs higher.  The brilliance of the morning stars is pulled in.

But then it comes, suddenly, the earth is shocked.  It shudders, it shakes.  The ground trembles under foot.  Something comes out of heaven with the speed of lightening.  It is a figure of light – a likeness of lightning.  He comes down with great speed.  He comes to earth before you know it.  Everything occurs with amazing speed.

But that luminary shoots down like lightening, and everything is radiant – light surrounds them all.  He is glowing pure white – his clothes are white as snow.  

And what is that?  An angel of the Lord!  A light being!  For angels are children of the light.  He has taken on the form of a youth.  Garbed in pure white, it is as if he came down from God out of heaven so fast, still carrying the brilliant glory of the throne of the Almighty.  A morning-star!
To what end does this appearance serve?  For what purpose is there this flashing morning-star?  Don’t you know?  When mighty things happen in the realm of nature, it also happens in the realm of the spirit.

Christ will rise from the grave.  Christ the humiliated will be exalted.  The Son of God comes out of the abyss.  Therefore an angel comes to serve Him!  That is it!  That angel is a servant of God triumphant! 

First of all we will note this fact.  It is due to the majesty, the wisdom, and the righteousness of God that an angel comes to serve Christ.

At one time the morning-stars sang with the creation.

Then they also sang praises to the Son.  They bowed in worship, also for the Son, for the Son had mediated creation.

The heavens were created by the Word ~ that is the Son.  Everything is made by the Word.  Without the Son nothing was made, that was made – see John 1:1.

You see that then they sang of that Son.

But the Son became man.  He buried Himself in the hiding places of the earth.  Christmas night was a funeral night.  And that funeral night became more terrible because Gethsemane followed, and then Golgotha.  Yes, even Good Friday, the passing of God’s Son, and He was fully buried.

The Divine brilliance was completely hidden.

That was a mystery, also for the angels!  Imagine!  They had sung over Him.  They glorified Him.  He was above them.  Holy, Holy, Holy, they sang of Him.

But then – then this Son had suffered on earth.  He had crawled in the dust.  He had taken root in the earth.  Then they had to serve, support, dry off His bloody sweat and lessen His anguish.

The morning-stars were stronger than Him at that time!  It was the hour of the power of darkness.  Then He received the pity of the angels, the aid of support.  

But now there comes a great change!  God’s Son rises again.  His grave is broken open – the night of suffering is past.  The grave no longer binds.

Now the morning-stars come again and they rejoice.  One of them shoots down, to serve the Son.  Break away the stone, oh angel.  Open the portal so that the King comes out.

Yes angels, yes morning-stars, fly down.  They sing louder still, more gloriously then at creation.

Those angels, oh how they see the wonder here.  At creation they sang for the Son.  Afterwards it appeared as if all creation would run afoul.  All creation was sighing.  And then something else was added to it – the Son, which they praised so highly – went to hide His brilliance.  In a manger, on the cross, and in the grave!

Angels, were you allowed to sing?  What remains of your song, morning-stars?

You have sung about two things; first about the Son, who created, and then about the creation, which shone gloriously.  But what is now left over of the Son? Who is in a grave!  And what remains of the creation?  Just a grave!   Have you not sung too soon?

No, for it is now Easter!  God has first made things dark, so that it might become all the lighter.  God first filled it with sorrow, so that there would be a greater joy.

God used sin for the greater glory of God and of Christ.  Because the Son first reigned only as God!  But no more!  Now He reigns also as Man, as Mediator.  He is now exalted and has received a name above all names!  Therefore in the end all power in heaven and earth is given to Him. 

For a time you have not dared to cheer for the Son.  But now you can take up the creation hymn again, morning-stars, on an even higher note!

And what shall happen to creation itself?  He shall make it free.  He breaks the bonds of death.  He will release creation from the curse, and free the groaning creatures.  Death will be vanquished.  Here comes the beginning of the eternal day of the new earth.

Therefore congregation, the dawning creation joy is not put to shame at Easter.  But it is made stronger.

So now you can understand that the flashing morning-star is totally in his place!  He must come for the glory of the Son.

Congregation, are you also joyful when the angels rejoice?  Easter is of more consequence for you than for angels.  The descending morning-star is so joyful because the glory of God is so great.  But you have one reason more for your joy; the glory of God and your salvation.  You have more song material than the angels, so do you sing all the more?  Do you come even more quickly to the grave?  It applies to you!  The angels remain blessed even without that open grave.  But not you!  You are preserved from wrath by it.

Let not the morning-star put you to shame!  Go to the Easter court and fall at Jesus’ feet!  That fast Easter journey of the angel is a sermon for you!

TWO

So first there was the flashing morning-star, descending from heaven.  But following there is also the shining Morning-star, which comes up from the grave.

You know of Whom we speak; the morning-star comes up in Scripture with four meanings.  The second meaning is Christ.

Proof of this is found in Revelations 22 verse 16, where Jesus is introduced speaking: “I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the bright and Morning-star.”  This is not said of the angels, but of Christ.

Christ does not carry this name as God but as man.  As God, the Son in the Trinity, He is not a star but the Eternal Light.  Stars are only light bearers, not the light itself. He does not carry this name as God.

But He does as man.  Christ is in heaven as man after His ascension.  He is in heaven as creature.  What a Wonder!
In heaven there are three types of creatures: angels, the saved as souls, and a complete man: Christ.  Well, as a creature Christ is man.  He kept His human soul and His human body there.  So now all creatures are in heaven.  And they shine there as stars.  They are glorious in their splendor.  But Christ is the foremost of the heavenly stars, of all these heavenly creatures.  Therefore He is called the Morning-star, but also the shining Morning-star.  The angels are also morning-stars, but Christ in heaven is above them all.

So He is the shining Morning-star.  Shining, that is radiating in glory, radiating purity.  Shining, radiating as the glow of the sun.  Shining, as God also does!  As we read in Psalm 50, verse 2, “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God will shine forth.”
Moses says: The Lord has appeared from Sinai, He is shining from Paran.  Psalm 80 sings, “God, You who dwell between the cherubim, shine forth.“  And Psalm 94:1, “O God to whom vengeance belongs, shine forth.”  This shining is then an attribute of God.

Well, also Christ, as exalted Mediator, is the shining Morning-star.  For He glitters in heaven!  He is lifted up to God’s right hand in majesty and glory. 

What do we see now?  The shining Morning-star is busy here coming out of the grave, here He begins to shine.

I say it deliberately: coming out.  The shining Morning-star is coming up out of the grave because the angel “rolled the stone away….”  For when the Morning-star comes up, then it does not do so in full perfection.  When a star climbs into the sky then it shines, but not fully, for it is still shielded by the mists.  The morning star shines fully only when it stands high in the sky.  Not when it first rises but finally when it stands high.

It is also so with Christ.  When does Christ fully become the shining Morning-star?  At the end of the days!  He finally carries that name at the last day, when the counsel of God is fulfilled and when every generation shall appear before Him.

Indeed, hold onto this idea.  When does the morning-star shine the most?  When morning comes.  So it is also with Christ.  Later when the morning comes, the eternal morn, then finally that Morning-star will truly be Morning-star.  It is not so yet.

For see now – now this Morning-star is rising.  The exaltation begins.  Easter is His resurrection.  His rising from the dead begins the exaltation.  He starts here.  There are yet mists around.  He is still on earth and He is still among sinful people.  But He is exalted, and it will continue.  This star will rise higher.

Later there is the ascension!  Then he comes to sit at God’s right hand and the last judgment breaks forth.  Then He will shine completely.  So here we see the coming up.  Well then: do not forget the mighty significance of Easter.  The road of exaltation begins there.  Here lies a direct tie to the day of judgment.

Do you understand that?  The Morning-star starts to shine here!  It goes to govern the world.  Does it enlighten you too and do you see its brilliance?

Do not close the eyes.  The time comes when every eye must see the Morning-star! But whoever did not see it earlier, shall no longer be preserved then.  So see it already now!  When you see Him shining already now, while not yet in full glory, then later that shining will be to your preservation!  Easter prepares you for the last day, especially in this age.

Easter is the beginning of the last day.  It is as bound to the last day as the rising of the star to its zenith in the heavens.  We must fix our attention on that.  Easter is also an awesome proclamation - Christ comes!  The star has already risen at the Easter morning.

Do you know this?  Do you take it into consideration?  When you hear about wars and rumors of wars and so forth?  The time when we will see His shining appearance can be near.

Like a sailor, when his ship sails on the sea at night, looks to the stars and knows from the position of the stars whether morning will come quickly, so we must know from the position of the shining Morning-star whether the eternal morn will come down soon.

Watch and pray.  At Easter the star still stood very low, just above the horizon.  Since then it has climbed very high.  The morning approaches, are you prepared?

For you will not escape Him!  Christ rules, even when He is in the grave He rules.  The lightning morning-star is in His service to cause Him to go up as Shining Morning-star.  That angel had to roll the stone away.  He does it.  He rolls the stone away and sits on it!  In short, the angel must open the grave!  Certainly, Christ could have rolled the stone away Himself!  But, the angels serve Him.  They remove the obstacle, now He can shine.

Later all angels will serve Him, in order to make Him shine.  Congregation, do you also rejoice in the exaltation of your King?  Easter is a feast of joy.  Good Friday was His demise and no shine remained in Him.  He had been undone.

At His birth He was called the rising from the highest.  Rising, this applies to a star.  But at His death it became a going down.  The star shone no longer.  But, God be praised – now it has changed, He rises again.

The Jews did nothing else but douse His brilliance.  But God pulled Him from the mire, so that He could shine.  Here He receives recompense for His labor.  The fact that He could become the shining Morning-star is only due to His first allowing our sin to deaden His brilliance.

He has finished His work, and that is paid for here in the first instance!  Later it will be paid for completely!
THREE

And now congregation – when large stars shine, the small ones diminish.
When the true light shines, the false light fades.  We see this here also for thirdly, we speak of the fading morning-stars, which shine from hell.

The word morning-star comes with four meanings.  The third is the sinful world power!  Read Isaiah 14: 12. 

Here mention is made of the power of Babel.  The king of Babel had tremendous power and great honor.  But he stood antithetically opposed and hostile to the people of God.  He also was called the morning-star, for we read, ”how art thou fallen, you morning-star, son of the dawn.”
Morning-star?  It is the name of the Babylonian empire.  Since then Babel has become the name of every power, which stands hostile against God’s people; the church.  It is still that way in Revelation 18.  Fallen, Babylon the great is fallen.

That spiritual realm of Babylon has always been there.  Every place where sin rises with authority,  also in Jesus’ day, it was there.

There are also representatives of the spiritual Babylon here, at the grave, from the morning-star which shines from Hell.  These are the guards.  They are appointed directly by Babylon, the world power which had killed Jesus Christ.

Look congregation, you can see that the Roman Empire, together with that Jewish Sanhedrin could be called Babel.  They worked together to kill the Son of God.  Babel was inclusive of sin, and of sinful power.

Well, the world has never done more sin then when Jesus, ensnared by her, was killed.  Nor was there a greater sinful power, when it prevailed over God’s own Son.

Therefore the spiritual power of sin is also called morning-star.  This appears from the fact that she is affiliated with Babylon.  It also appears from the fact of its self-chosen name.  The power of Rome glittered high in the heavens.  That star could be seen everywhere, she ruled the world.  And she is herself affiliated with Satan.  Satan is also called a morning-star par excellence.  He was first an angel, created as a Morning-star.  Also after his fall he presents himself as an angel of light.  Sometimes the morning-star carries the name LUCIFER, that is, LIGHT bearer.  Satan is also LUCIFER.

Do you see it?  The guards are servants of the sham-angel, of the false light.  Here there are the representatives of the glory of the human morning-star.

What did they want now?  They wanted self-glory.  They wanted to douse the light, Jesus Christ.  Satan knew well that something had been said of a resurrection.  Satan knew it better than anyone, and knew also that Jesus Christ would become the shining Morning-star.  And that was not allowed.  Satan wanted to douse the light of the Morning-star Christ.  He would blow out the light of the heavens – he wants to shine alone.

So he uses the guards – oh, it is so quiet by the grave that morning.  The guards suspect nothing.  But: whoever has their eyes open sees a fierce spiritual fight there.  It is about that grave.

Open it says God.

Keep it shut says Satan.

The star must come clear of the mists, must come up from the grave says God.

No says Satan, it must remain in the dark.

Therefore it is said: shining from hell, set ablaze from hell, hellish light (James). 

And what do we see now?  Suddenly a blazing morning-star descends, the heavens are torn, the earth trembles, and the guards shudder from the light.  See, the morning-stars who would have doused the light of Christ themselves become fading morning-stars.  They flee, their light stops shining.

Truly, their light shines no longer.

The world power has lost its brilliance.  Later it had to think up a lie to cover itself.  The light of human high-mindedness faded because of the light of the angel.

Satan’s light has faded.
This is again a prophecy of the last day.

Easter morning is but the beginning of the end.  The world is judged here, the morning-star of Babel fades.

The power which Christ now receives is complete.  Then all the morning-stars of human glory will fall to earth.  What a victory!  There comes but one angel, only one morning-star, and all the morning-stars from hell flee away.  

How will it then be later?  LATER, at the last day there will not be only one angel, but thousands and ten thousands.  And above all the shining Morning-star, Christ, more gloriously brilliant than all the angels combined.

Then men will cry out: ‘mountains fall upon us and hills cover us.’
Easter is also a prophecy of the day of resurrection.  God lets the fading morning-stars go dim.  He does not call them back.  No “fear not” rings out.  He does not tell them to fear not.  God wants them to fade.  Everything that would dim the light of the Son must itself fade away.

That’s how it will be on the last day!  Our eyes must stay open for that!  Flee the wrath of God.

What is your position regarding the Christ?  Do you let His light shine?  It is as it was at His birth ~ we saw His star in the east.  Now it is only a matter of if you believe and obey.  The unrepentant are like Babel, they do not acknowledge Christ’s light.  They glorify their own light.

So do not flee from the Morning-star, do not harden yourself.  Your star will go down, but not the star of Jacob.  That one is the Sun of blessing!  And where that Sun rises, and you do not repent, you will perish with the fading morning-stars.

Repent for the times are in earnest.  Today they try harder than ever to dim the heavenly light; no, even more, they say man has accomplished it.  Politicians in high places say that they have done it.  They have doused the heavenly light.

However, …The Lord who sits enthroned in heaven on high,

   Laughs them to scorn: he has them in derision….  (Psalm 2: 2 BoP)

FOUR

We have heard of the flashing, shining and fading morning-stars.  We finally speak of a joyous morning-star.

The word morning-star comes with four meanings in Scripture.  And the fourth is the light in the heart of the believers.  It is the joy in the hearts of God’s children.

Proof of this is found in 2 Peter 1: 19: “And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, that you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning-star rises in your hearts!”

The morning-star is in the hearts of God’s children.  How is that to be explained?

It is like this – Peter is speaking of the preaching, which he brings.  The Apostles preach Christ, the glory of Christ.  This is the prophetic Word.

Not only the apostolic Word; not only just the word from Peter, but – the prophetic Word.  This means that here Peter teaches nothing else other than what the prophets have told.

The patriarchs, and Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Micah, Zachariah, Malachi; all these prophets have said that Christ must suffer and enter into glory.  This glory Peter still preaches, and, in this, he is a bearer of the prophetic Word.

Believers must now take this into account.  This prophetic Word is a light shining in a dark place.  In the environs of spiritual life it is the light that drives away the darkness.  Whoever is without that light is in darkness.  Then misery reigns supreme and men are comfortless; but whoever is with that light has peace.  The day will light up for them; it all becomes clear.  That day is gladness and the morning-star will go up in the heart.  When we are again beset with sorrow and grief we must give heed to the light, “until the day dawns and the morning-star rises in your hearts.” 

These words were written with tears.  Peter speaks out of his own experience.  It is also the experience of the women.  Had they not sat in so much darkness; it was dark by the cross.  It was dark by the grave.  There was darkness all those days; there was no light.

How was this?  Was it not their own fault?  They had the prophetic Word, but they had not yet taken hold of it. 

They could have read the Prophets.  They could have learned from the patriarchs, from Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Micah, Zachariah, and Malachi.  Even more, they had heard an additional Prophet: Jesus Himself!  As Prophet He had said to all who would listen that He would suffer; that He would also rise again.  How often hadn’t He spoken of this?  Think of the story of Jonah the prophet, which Christ connected with the story of the temple.  Christ had also spoken directly, without stories, that He would be killed by the chief priests and would rise the third day. 

But they did not understand this prophetic Word.  So there was no light in the dark place.  They remained in darkness, they were defeated.

But now!  Now they see it, at Easter.  The Lord has truly risen.  Now an angel comes saying, “do not fear you people.”  You, this is in contrast with the guards.  The watchers must be afraid, their morning-star must go down.  But the morning-star must ascend in the hearts of the women.  You people, do not fear.

Then the angel continues: your Lord is not here, your Lord has risen, as He has said.  This is a reminder to Jesus’ own prophetic Word.  Later he does the same to the travelers of Emmaus.  He begins to teach them from the Scriptures.

Also there it comes down to the prophetic Word.  Then it becomes clear.  The women are still dazed and disturbed, but the light will break through.  The morning-star comes up.  It goes up in your hearts.

The word of the angel, as he said it, is the first beginning of the day of joy.  Later he went away, but the light shone ever clearer.  The morning star has finally broken through, therefore the joy.  Yes, now they understood it all, the prophetic Word had taken hold of them.

Later they would themselves preach that He was resurrected according to the Scriptures.  That means – according to the prophetic Word – do not fear for I will give you light.  When Peter was writing these words he referred to that.

So for us the lesson is – return to that prophetic Word!  Look, the women, the disciples, were believers but they gave too little account of the prophetic Word.  Therefore there was darkness!  The light of Scripture still shines this way.  Whoever lives by their own light has darkness.  Even if they call themselves believers!  We can only receive light from Scripture.

This also applies to the Easter gospel.  Are you a part of it?  If so you must go back to the prophetic Word.  That is where you can read about it.  If you sit with Christ risen, when you do the works of light, if you consider the things which are above, then you have a part with the gospel of Easter.  Otherwise not yet!  Scripture says who has the morning-star in their hearts and who does not.

Go into life with the prophetic Word; the Morning-star is indispensable!  By nature we walk in darkness.  If we do not change there comes the dark grave.  There is not a single star that shines there.  Do you want the Morning-star?  Then you must return to the Scriptures.  The Scriptures say that Christ has overcome death.  He acquired eternal life.  The grave was broken and Satan was defeated.  That comfort is for all time and causes the morning-star to rise in our hearts.  But then we must think about it!  Can you enter the darkness of the grave?  You can with the light of Christ’s resurrection!  He is Himself the shining Morning-star, the great Light!

We must all, as did the women, go to the words of the angel, “as He has said“.  That is enough for us.  It asks for no more proof.  Is not His Word a proof for you?

Do you carry the morning-star in your hearts already?  It can only be believed via the prophetic Word.  You must take account of it, says Peter, nothing more.  Lydia took account of it and received the morning-star.

You can do no less – it is a giving account by faith.  And then you must always return again to the prophetic Word. 

Do you have that morning-star?  No?  Then ask it of the Holy Spirit.  Or is it but smoldering flax?  Yes?  He will not quench it.  The risen Christ still lives.  He still prays for His people, also for the weak.

But you must let Him work it in you, you must give yourself to the influence of the prophetic Word. 

On earth the morning-star can be dimmed.  The women also had dark days afterwards.  Therefore everyone must follow that prophetic Word.  Everyone must follow this angel who preaches - also those who think they are strong.

The Word of Easter also goes through life with that prophetic Word!  Then the glorious promise becomes reality.  Then Christ shall turn that light of the morning-star of faith into the light of seeing.  The morning-star which begins here will later be complete.  The proof is in Revelations 2 verse 26 and 28; “And he who overcomes and keeps My works to the end,… I will give him the morning-star.”

The Morning-star!  They will only receive it later if they already have it here.  No one else!  That is why you must go to Christ here and now.  Then it becomes lighter.  Easter morning is morning light.  This is the morning-star which never fades. 

And so it will be some day: a renewal of this Easter.  Here we see the shining Morning-star that still comes.  Then we will see all the flashing morning-stars, all the angels.

There will be a repetition, the guards flee.  The world power retreats.  Every hellish morning-star will be doused.  They fade out.  Every joyful morning-star will be glorified.  God’s people comforted.  And above all is Christ, the shining morning-star, which never sets.  And he says to you and to me: I will give you the morning-star.  The morning-star!  The eternal star!  For it is eternal morning there and eternal Easter.

Amen                                                                                                                    
(Dutch Psalm 34: 9)

